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Mr. Singer acknowledges there’s ‘‘good 

data showing sea levels are in fact rising at 
an accelerating rate,’’ yet makes the unsci-
entific claim that this is disconnected from 
rising global-warming emissions and tem-
peratures. The risks are clear. Sea-level rise 
projections for 2100 range from one foot to 
more than eight feet—far greater than the 
six inches Mr. Singer claims. Swiftly reduc-
ing our global-warming emissions would give 
us the best chance to minimize sea-level rise, 
but our current emissions trajectory makes 
achieving the range’s low end more unlikely 
each day. 

KRISTINA DAHL, PH.D., 
Union of Concerned Scientists, Oakland, CA. 

NASA disagrees with Prof. Singer. A Feb. 
13 paper notes: ‘‘Rising concentrations of 
greenhouse gases in Earth’s atmosphere in-
crease the temperature of air and water, 
which causes sea level to rise in two ways. 
First, warmer water expands, and this ’ther-
mal expansion’ of the ocean has contributed 
about half of the 2.8 inches (7 centimeters) of 
global mean sea-level rise we’ve seen over 
the last 25 years . . . Second, melting land 
ice flows into the ocean, also increasing sea 
level across the globe.’’ 

WENDY FLEISCHER, 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Melting ice is not the only thing that can 
raise the sea level. Note the eruption of hun-
dreds of undersea volcanoes in the oceans 
and what they deposit. All of the rivers of 
the world flush millions of acre feet of mud 
and silt into the sea floor daily. During an 
undersea earthquake a tectonic plate could 
override another, affecting a thousand miles 
of sea floor, displacing a great deal of water 
and raising the sea level. 

DAVID DARLOW, 
Spokane, WA. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session for the en 
bloc consideration of the following 
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos. 
467 and 858. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The bill clerk read the nominations 
of Bruce Landsberg, of South Carolina, 
to be a Member of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board for a term ex-
piring December 31, 2022; and Jennifer 
L. Homendy, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the National Transportation 
Safety Board for a term expiring De-
cember 31, 2019. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate vote on the nomi-

nations en bloc with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that if confirmed, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table en bloc; 
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action; that no 
further motions be in order; that any 
statements relating to the nominations 
be printed in the RECORD, and the Sen-
ate resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Landsberg and 
Homendy nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MONTANA KOREAN WAR 
VETERANS 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today in honor of the Montanans who 
served our Nation during the Korean 
war. 

Their service and sacrifice will for-
ever be remembered in the official CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. Many of them rest 
in peace in the sacred ground of the 
Yellowstone National Cemetery. 

During the Korean war, 6.8 million 
Americans served between 1950 and 
1953. About 20,000 Montanans served in 
the military during that time, and 5,000 
of them saw combat. We lost 350 Mon-
tanans in Korea. 

Today about 6,000 Korean war vet-
erans call Montana home. Survivors of 
the ‘‘Forgotten War,’’ far too many of 
them have struggled for far too long to 
receive the recognition and benefits 
they truly deserve. 

As ranking member of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, it has 
been my honor to fight for legislation 
that rights this wrong. I have intro-
duced legislation that extends benefits 
related to toxic exposure to more vet-
erans who served along the Korean De-
militarized Zone. Because when serv-
icemembers deploy to harm’s way and 
are exposed to toxic chemicals, our 
country has a responsibility to meet 
their healthcare needs. 

Honoring these veterans takes more 
than just legislation; it takes dedicated 
people who are committed to telling 
their stories and honoring those who 
have served. 

The Montana American Legion, led 
by Commander Richard Klose, is an im-
portant partner working to ensure vet-

erans who fought in every conflict can 
get the healthcare, honor, and recogni-
tion they have earned. 

Since 2014, Montana veterans and 
their loved ones can choose to be bur-
ied under the Big Sky in the Yellow-
stone National Cemetery—veterans 
like COL John R. Black of the U.S. 
Army, the most highly decorated vet-
eran interred at the Yellowstone Na-
tional Cemetery, earned two Silver 
Star medals and two Legion of Merit 
medals in his service to our Nation in 
the Korean and Vietnam wars; veterans 
like Captain Ralph D. Myer, a U.S. 
Public Health Service Officer of the 
Korean and Vietnam wars, is one of the 
highest ranking veterans interred at 
the Yellowstone National Cemetery. 

Montana will remember Colonel 
Black, Captain Myer, and all of our 
citizens who fought during the Korean 
war. 

We will honor their memory by re-
lentlessly fighting to get the veterans 
of the Korean war the equal benefits 
and care that they earned but are too 
often denied. 

Some paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
Some returned home bearing the seen 
and unseen wounds of war. All showed 
courage and strength when they heeded 
the call to protect our Nation far from 
home. We cannot forget their service 
and sacrifice. 

To Commander Klose, the Montana 
American Legion, my friends at the 
Yellowstone National Cemetery, and 
all those who dedicate their lives to 
this country in service, on behalf of 
myself, Montana, and our Nation, I ex-
tend my greatest thanks for your en-
during bravery, service, and self-sac-
rifice. 

f 

REMEMBERING GEORGE B. WILLIE, 
SR. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor George B. Willie, Sr., one of our 
last surviving Navajo code talkers, who 
passed away at age 92 on December 5, 
2017. Mr. Willie was a humble man who 
never bragged and rarely talked about 
his uncommon feat. 

Mr. Willie was born near Sawmill, 
AZ. He was Tó Dı́ch’iı́nii—Bitter 
Water—and born for Tábaahá—Near 
The Water Edge—and resided near 
Leupp when he passed away. 

Mr. Willie only had a seventh-grade 
education. He tried to enlist in 1941, 
but was too young. He was finally able 
to join the Marines 2 years later, when 
he was 17 years old. He served the Sec-
ond Marine Division, 10th Battalion, 
from 1943 until 1946. 

As a marine, Mr. Willie was one of 
the 421 code talkers from the Navajo 
Nation. The original 29 Navajo code 
talkers developed a code based on their 
native language. At that time, there 
was no written language, and only 
about 30 persons outside of Tribal 
members understood Navajo. The code 
talkers were required to quickly and 
accurately translate and transmit mes-
sages about troop movements, tactics, 
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and the like through telephone and 
radio. At first skeptical, military lead-
ers quickly learned to appreciate their 
skill and tremendous value to the war 
effort. The Japanese never broke their 
code. 

While the Federal Government relied 
on the Navajo language for military 
success, back home, it continued the 
longstanding policy of forbidding Na-
tive students from speaking their lan-
guages at Federal boarding schools. 

Mr. Willie served in the Battle of 
Okinawa, one of the last and deadliest 
battles of the war. In June 1945, the 
Americans and the British Pacific 
Fleet took the island after 82 days of 
battle. It was their last stop before the 
planned attempt to take the Island of 
Japan, which was preempted when the 
United States dropped the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima on August 6. 

After coming home, Mr. Willie mar-
ried Emma Gean Willie, and they had 
10 children. The code talker program 
was secret, and the code talkers were 
sworn not to tell anyone about their 
work. Even after the Federal Govern-
ment declassified the program in 1968, 
Mr. Willie continued to honor his 
promise and did not tell family mem-
bers he was a code talker until almost 
30 years later. In 2001, Mr. Willie and 
his fellow code talkers were awarded 
the Silver Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

Today I honor Mr. Willie, a true 
American hero. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING JOHN G. DEERY, 
SR. 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to pay tribute 
to an outstanding businessman and cit-
izen John G. Deery, Sr., of Cedar Falls, 
IA. Mr. Deery passed away recently at 
the age of 88. He leaves behind a close- 
knit and loving family—his beloved 
wife, Marlene; his two sons, John and 
Dan, both of Cedar Falls, IA; and a host 
of children and great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. 

A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, 
John was an active parishioner of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church and a re-
spected civic and business leader who 
left his mark throughout Cedar Valley. 
Following his military service—1948  

1951—and startup ventures in the Quad 
Cities and Wisconsin, John purchased a 
Buick dealership in the late 1960s in 
Cedar Falls. This Wisconsin native be-
came an Iowa transplant and never 
looked back. From then on, he and his 
family business paved a road to pros-
perity by winning the business of gen-
erations of satisfied customers. 

A look back through the rearview 
mirror shows a life well lived. He was a 
member of the Cedar Falls AMVETS 
Post 49, Iowa Auto Dealers Associa-
tion, Knights of Columbus, and a 
founding father of Community Na-
tional Bank. 

The patriarch of the family, John 
carved out his slice of the American 
dream. After opening the Buick dealer-
ship, the business eventually grew into 
a series of enterprises, eventually em-
ploying a workforce of more than 200 
people. For six decades, he owned the 
Deery Automotive Group, encom-
passing John Deery Motors, Dan Deery 
Motors, and Deery Brothers Collision 
Center that provided livelihoods for 
generations of local families and a 
trusted place to buy and repair the 
family car. 

After turning the reins of the auto-
mobile business over to the next gen-
eration, John launched yet another 
successful enterprise in real estate de-
velopment. An active octogenarian, 
John didn’t let any grass grow under-
neath his feet and continued looking 
for ways to make his community a bet-
ter place to live. A decade ago, he was 
nominated for the Waterloo Courier’s 
inaugural Eight Over Eighty Award. 

The residents of Cedar Valley have 
benefited from John and Marlene’s gen-
erous commitment to giving back their 
time, talent, and treasure. A number of 
nonprofit agencies and community or-
ganizations have benefited from their 
philanthropic pursuits, including my 
alma mater, the University of North-
ern Iowa, the Black Hawk County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Cedar Falls and 
Waterloo police departments, St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church and School, and 
El Kahir Shrine. 

Today I pay my respects to this 
American veteran, successful Iowan, 
and civic leader. John Deery, Sr., 
steered a steady and honorable journey 
on the road of life and he will be great-
ly missed by those who loved him the 
most.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DIANNE PAQUETTE 

∑ Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize as July’s Granite 
Stater of the Month an individual who 
truly embodies the best of New Hamp-
shire’s all-hands-on-deck spirit, con-
sistently rolling up her sleeves and 
helping her community, Dianne 
Paquette of Salem, NH. 

Dianne’s efforts started with two ele-
mentary school playgrounds that need-
ed repairs. She led efforts to raise 
money to repair the playgrounds be-
cause, in her words, ‘‘somebody has 
to.’’ After she was successful in her 
fundraising efforts for the playgrounds, 
Dianne moved on to other town land-
marks and was instrumental in raising 
funds and gathering volunteers for sev-
eral projects, including restoring the 
historic Salem Depot Train Station. 

Dianne has formed a core group of 
friends—a group that she calls the Vil-
lage—made up of law enforcement offi-
cials, firefighters, and Granite Staters 
who share her commitment to helping 
their community. Recently, Dianne 
and the Village have focused on helping 
those in need after two separate apart-
ment fires in Salem. She helped orga-
nize a spaghetti dinner that raised 

nearly $6,000 and then, following a sec-
ond fire, and with the help of fire-
fighters working in the kitchen, a pan-
cake breakfast that raised over $5,000. 

Dianne said that these fires increased 
awareness about an issue that is near 
to her heart, the lack of affordable 
housing in the Salem area. The funds 
she helped raise are going to address 
many of the challenges the victims of 
the fires will face, including relocating. 
As she said, you can’t fix everything 
with pancakes and spaghetti, but you 
can do what you can to help. 

Dianne reminds us all that some-
times helping your community is about 
being the person to take the first step 
and voice the idea, and her efforts to 
mobilize friends and neighbors to work 
together has made a difference 
throughout her community. For her 
dedication to Salem, I am proud to rec-
ognize Dianne as July’s Granite Stater 
of the Month.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JACK POWELL 

∑ Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I rise 
today with deep sadness, but also with 
reverence to remember Jack Powell, 
who died on May 12, 2018. Jack Powell 
was a beloved coach and educator in 
Alabama. He was revered by his stu-
dents and players and often regarded as 
a second father to many. Until his 95th 
birthday, regular reunions were held by 
former high school players to honor 
Coach Powell and reminisce with 
former teammates. His accomplish-
ments on and off the course touched 
thousands of lives. 

Coach Powell was born on March 20, 
1922, in Andalusia. He was one of 10 
children born to George Bennie and 
Lilla Lawson Powell. He played basket-
ball in the State tournament for 3 
years as a student at Pleasant Home 
High School. They went undefeated 
during the regular season of his senior 
year. Coach Powell went on to Auburn 
University to play for coaches Bob 
Evans, Ralph ‘‘Shug’’ Jordan, and V.J. 
Edney. While at Auburn, he was a 
letterman 2 years in a row and cocap-
tain of the team in 1946. 

After his college career, he served as 
an educator for approximately 40 years. 
He worked at Lockhart and Eufaula 
high schools from 1947 to 1966, then 
Livingston University, now the Univer-
sity of West Alabama, from 1966 to 1972, 
and finally at Sparks State Technical 
College in Eufaula until his retire-
ment. 

During his time as a high school 
coach, he received several Coach of the 
Year Awards and won district, area, re-
gional, and State championships. He 
coached three Alabama All-Star 
Games, including the inaugural game 
in 1963. He served as coach to 11 All- 
State players. While at Eufaula High 
School, his team went to the State 
tournament nine times, finishing in 
the top four positions. During his 20- 
year tenure, he amassed an impressive 
winning record of 406–193. 
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